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Dear Sir 



Pursuant to the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, 
and in accordance with MPEP §609 and 37 C.F.R. §§1.97 and 1.98, 
the applicant and the undersignecj attorney wiph to brijag the 
following information to the Examiner's attention in connection 
with the examination of the above -captioned application. 

Applicants note that this Statement is being submitted after 
the mailing of a first office action, and include a check in the 
amount of one hundred eighty dollars ($180.00) to cover the fee 
set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1. 97(c) (2) . 
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The items mentioned above are listed on the PTO-1449 Form 
accompanying this Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) . Copies 
of each reference are enclosed herewith. Applicants note that 
the purpose for filing this IDS is to cite in the instant 
application all the references cited in: (1) parent application 
no. 09/161,840 filed June 5, 2000, now issued U.S. Patent No. 
6,172,475; (2) related divisional application nos . 09/536,832 
filed March 27, 2000, now issued U.S. Patent No. 6,229,276; 
09/536,055 filed March 27, 2000, now issued U.S. Patent No. 
6,246,196; 09/535,221 filed March 27, 2000, now U.S. Patent No. 
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6,278,249; 09/536,833 filed March 27, 2000, now issued U.S. 
Patent No. 6,239,569; and 09/536,428 filed March 27, 2000; and 
(3) the related continuation applications of these divisional 
applications, including application nos . 09/804,407 filed March 
12, 2001; 09/804,411 filed March 12 , 2001; 09/840, 601 filed April 
23, 2001; and 09/785,619 filed February 16, 2001. 

English abstracts are attached to each of the foreign 
patents listed, and are submitted as an explanation of relevance 
for each foreign reference. 

Applicants further note that the specification of U.S. 
Patent No. 6,239,569 (the x 569 patent) is substantially identical 
to the specification of the instant application and related U.S. 
Patent Nos. 6,278,249; 6,246,196; 6,229,276; and 6,172,475. 
Therefore, Applicants are submitting one copy of the v 569 patent 
rather than submitting copies of each of these patents due to the 
size and cumulative nature of each reference in accordance with 
37 C.F.R. §1 . 98 (c) . 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1. 97(h), the filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed to be an 
admission that the information cited in the statement is, or is 
considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 37 
C.F.R. §1 . 56 (b) . 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any 
additional fees which may be required with respect to this 
communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 
06-1135 . 



Respectfully submitted, 
FITCH, EVEN, TAB IN & FLANNERY 



Dated: September 17, 2001 




Kenneth H . Samples 
Reg . No . 25 , 747 
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